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COMING IN APRIL…
* NEW MEMBER RECEPTION—APRIL 6TH 

Our new members will be received at the 9:30 a.m. worship on
Sunday, April 6th. Plan on greeting them at the coffee hour 

reception in their honor that day!

* GALA WOMEN'S LUNCHEON AND PROGRAM ON 
SAFETY 

Saturday, April 12th Fellowship Hall. See page 4 for all the
details.

* PASTOR HARTMUT BARSNICK, 
Athenstedt, Germany, will preach at all services on Sat. April

26th and Sunday, April 27th. Come hear and greet our long-time 
friend and learn more about his ministry in Tanzania, east 

Africa.

* BRIEF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
in the sanctuary 10:30 a.m. on April 27 for the purpose of
electing new council members. Please mark your calendars!

 

From Pastor's Desk
Stewardship
Women's Ministries
Fellowship
Family Ministries
Music & Worship
Human Concerns 
Condenced Council Notes 

 
Pastor Gail’s Computer Notes…  
DID YOU KNOW THAT:
Although Easter is early this year, we get to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday of
the year. But this is especially true during the Easter season. For six more Sundays we can shout “HE
IS RISEN!” and be truly grateful for that miracle!
Many members worked hard to make Lent, Holy Week, and Easter meaningful, joyous, and beautiful.
Don’t hesitate to thank Music & Worship chair Karen Rasmussen (who will retire from this position this
year) Thank her committee members, too and our many fine musicians, our office staff, the great
Easter breakfast crew, and all who assist at worship regularly.
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“Belief in the Resurrection and the hope of everlasting salvation offered by Christianity are antidotes
to the fear and anguish that may lead to depression,” according to Portuguese Cardinal Jose Saraiva
Martins, at a recent world-wide conference on clinical depression in Rome.
We continue to enjoy the beautiful new Easter paraments, purchased with funds given by Cathy
DeVries in memory of her parents. Thanks to Karen Rasmussen for help in designing them and to Faith
O’Connell for making alterations.
“Worship is the most appropriate response that can be made to the Resurrection.” Eugene H. Peterson.
Nine adults and two teens will be officially joining SSM on Sunday, Apr. 6th. Please introduce yourself,
welcome them and get to know them!
Pastor Hartmut Barsnick from Athenstedt, Germany will preach at all services on April 26th and April
27. Please welcome this ‘old friend’ of our congregation.
There will be a great Sunday School program assisted by the Sr. Choir on Sunday, May 18th. The
program will also be presented on Saturday the 17th!
Vacation Bible School will be held this year the week of June of 16-20th. There is a science theme.
Encourage your S.S. children to attend and also their friends and relatives!
A pastor who was grocery shopping handed a coupon to the clerk, but the coupon slipped behind the
cash register. “Don’t worry, Reverend,” the clerk said. “It’s in coupon heaven now.” “Coupon heaven?” the
pastor asked. “Sure,” replied the clerk. “That’s where all the coupons go when they die.” “Ah,” the
pastor said, “But only the redeemed ones.” From the ‘Calgary Sun’ via M.F. Kihn, Calgary, AB
“Life eternal! Heaven rejoices; 
Jesus lives who once was dead.”
“Shout with joy, O deathless voices! 
Child of God, lift up your head!”
This is a glorious time of year. Not only because spring is sprung, and new life rises from the dead of
winter, but much more so, Jesus lives who once was dead!
Do make worship a regular part of your week as we come together to celebrate His resurrection each
week. He promises to be there as we hear the Word and receive His precious body and blood.
I look forward to worshipping with you and serving Christ and neighbor with you!
Your partner in the Gospel,
Pastor Gail 

 

Recently I was asked this question: Would you believe me if I told you that our Lord spoke about money
more than any other thing? My first thought was, “He wouldn’t do something like that! He was too

spiritual!”
Remember… the parables of the Lost Coin, the Laborers in the Vineyard, the Rich Fool, the Talents, the
Hidden Treasure, the Unjust Steward, the Pearl of Great Price, the Two Debtors, the Rich Man and the

Beggar. Then of course, there is the parable of the Good Samaritan who paid a victim’s motel bill.
Do you remember Jesus’ encounter with the Rich Young Ruler “sell all you have” 

and the Prodigal Son who demanded his inheritance and Zacchaeus, who promised to give half his wealth
to the poor and restore up to four-fold his ill gotten gain. Or remember Jesus’ discussion about paying
taxes to the temple and to Caesar or even his action in driving the money-changers out of the temple.

Isn’t is strange - or is it very natural that our Lord would find stewardship such an interesting and
important topic? Let us take a minutes to ponder “why.”

Your Stewardship Committee
P.S. When someone says, “It’s the principle, not the money,” it really is the money. A church is guided

by principle, but run with money. Everyone’s support helps a church be effective. 
We have the ultimate generosity of Christ for our example: 2 Corinthians 8:9 “For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his

poverty might become rich.” God bless your giving!
 
GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES NEEDED
From the evening of Thursday, May 29th to Saturday, May 31 at noon, the Gr. Milw. Synod of the ELCA
will hold its annual assembly at the Country Inn in Waukesha. St. Stephen the Martyr is allowed two 
voting members in addition to the pastor. There is inspiring worship, large group sessions where reports 
are given and voting on a budget is held. There are displays and always, good conversation with members 
of other congregations.
If you would like to be a voting member to the Synod Assembly, please contact me after worship, in the
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church office, 421-3543 or by email: pastorgail@ststephenthemartyr.com.

 

Women’s Bible Study & Loose Ends 
The Women's Bible Study will meet on Wednesday, April 9 & April 23 at 10:15 a.m. All are invited to
come as we study the following Sunday’s Scripture texts.

LOOSE ENDS LUNCHEON
This month's "Loose Ends" luncheon will be held at Applebees on 13th & Rawson at 11:45 a.m. on April
9th. If you will be attending, please sign up on the form posted on the kiosk in the narthex by April 6th, 
indicating if you will need a ride from your home or if you want to car-pool from church. We will leave 
church around 11:30 a.m. Please call Carol Birk with any questions (421-6162).

"TODAY'S WOMAN" LUNCHEON
APRIL 12, 2008  
The Women of the ELCA at St. Stephen the Martyr (SSM), invite you to attend a Women's Luncheon
on April 12th, sponsored by our Loose Ends group.  Registration is at 8:30 a.m. with the program
beginning at 9 a.m.  Don't miss hearing our SSM member, Shellee Lubus speak on Women's Safety,
followed by Mary Ellen Sorensen who will speak on Women's Health - Physical & Spiritual.  Shellee is a
Milwaukee Police Office and Mary Ellen is a Practitioner Nurse.  This is a Saturday morning event and
concludes with lunch.  
 The cost to SSM members is only $5, guest is $9 and includes the luncheon.  The registration deadline
is April 3rd - 6th.  A registration form has been in previous weekend Bulletins and forms are also
available in a holder attached to the poster announcing this event.  Mark you calendar now, complete
your registration form, write your check and place it in the mailbox of Carole Ropel.  See you on April
12th!

WOMEN WORKING TOGETHER.... TO KNOW, Grow, Care & Share God’s Love
You have the opportunity to attend one of three workshops at which you will learn more about the
Women of the ELCA.  Some of the topics will include information from our Communications Editor, our
Treasurer, our Anti-Racism team, we'll share the things that are working well in our congregations for
women's activities and what is not working well...plus much more.  These half-day events are taking
place as follows:
April 19 at St. John Lutheran Church, 1193 Lakefield Rd. in Grafton Wisconsin
May 17 at Martin Luther Lutheran Church, 9235 W. Bluemound Rd. in Milwaukee
June 21 at Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 311 Ohio Street in Racine, Wisconsin
You would choose one of those days to attend.  The cost is $5 per person with a maximum of $10 per
church.  Registration forms and additional information is posted on our kiosk.  Any questions, call Carole
Ropel 262-523-4130.

 

FIRST FRIDAY POTLUCK 
APRIL 4, 2008
This month, the Friday Potluck will be a traditional potluck! Please sign up on the office bulletin board
to bring a casserole, a salad, bread, or a dessert. Perhaps you’ll bring one of your ‘old favorites’ or find
a new dish in the SSM cookbook!
Come share fun and fellowship with a great group of SSM members and friends. Bring some springtime
jokes (or any kind) or a story about spring—the season we’ve all been waiting for. All ages, and all
friends are welcome!
The time is 6:00 pm and the place the Fellowship Hall. Come join us!
 
COFFEE HOUR HELPERS NEEDED
Our next coffee hour schedule will be prepared about April 10th. If you would like to serve SSM
approximately 3 times a year providing coffee, milk, orange juice and donuts between the Sunday
services and after the 9:30 service, please see Doug Winter or call him @ (414)282-1676. It’s a great
way to enhance our Sunday morning worship and provide a tremendous service to the congregation. It
does take a commitment of approximately 3 hours on the Sunday you are scheduled to serve, with
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Upcoming Events
Thursady, 
April 3rd 

7:00 
PM Confirmation

Sunday 
April 
20th 

6-8 
PM Revolutions!

coffee being prepared between 8 & 8:15 a.m. and the donuts being picked up from Sentry on 76th &
Rawson. It’s relatively easy and it’s great to have the entire family working together! Training will be
provided.

SOFTBALL SEASON IS COMING!
Our SSM Softball team will begin competition on either Monday, April 28 or May 5, at Juneau Field, 
6500 W. Mount Vernon Ave, one block south of Bluemound Road. The season runs through the 1st week 
of August, weather permitting. Our schedule will be posted on the bulletin board in the narthex and 
also in the calendar of the weekly bulletin. All Confirmed Male Members are encouraged to join the 
team and enjoy the Christian Fellowship and Competition. Everyone plays! All interested members 
should call Tom Winter 414-421-8640.
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

You are invited on our life-shaping faith adventure!
From Sunday, August 10th - Friday August 15th, join us for our cross-generational, all-congregation
mission trip to Clintonville. We will stay at Imago Dei Village -- a Lutheran camp -- during their week of
Family Camp. We’ll worship, study scripture, play games, relax, connect with caring conversations, and
each day we will spend the afternoon working on our service project together. People of all ages are
encouraged to come and use your gifts to serve Jesus. Each family and group of adult friends is given a
counselor for the week to assist in child care and other needs to make the experience relaxing and
enjoyable.  For more information, speak with Kevan or see the display in the narthex. 
Yes, we mean you!
This opportunity is for children of God of all ages, from 0 to 130! Bring your whole family, or come by
your self and grow closer in faith with other adults from church. Children younger than 12 must come 
with a parent. Teens and adults may come on your own. 
Registration is due: June 15th.
 

30-Hour Famine
It’s back by popular demand! Teens, help raise money to feed the hungry, and have
fun doing it. 
Look for details soon!
 
 
 
 

 
Kids! It's time to Sign Up for Vacation Bible School!

DATE: June 16-20, 2008
TIME: 4:45 pm to 8:10 pm

COST: $20 per child or $40 per family 
For ages 3—completed 5th grade

Dinner is included!
VBS Kids Singing June 22nd @ 9:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION FORMS AVAILABLE ON SUNDAY SCHOOL BULLETIN BOARD
STATION HELPERS NEEDED: Adults & Youth, we can use your help. 

Especially needed: crafts leaders/helpers—Get Plugged-In! Sign up TODAY!
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We're Goin' Fishin'!
On Saturday May 17th & Sunday May 18th the Sunday School Students, Senior Choir 
and members of the congregation will present We're Goin' Fishin' at the 5pm & 
9:30am services. 
We're Goin' Fishin'  gives all of us a chance to work on our fishing techniques. . . . but
we're not fishing for fish, we're fishing for people. "The catch we like to catch is not 
the kind you eat, the catch we like to catch'll pro'bly have two feet!" "We share the 
love of God, it is the perfect bait; and we know all about it, we can hardly wait!"  

Mark your calendars now! Hope to see you all there!!
Reminder for Sunday School parents & participants  Rehearsals will be begin Sunday April 27th
following the 9:30AM service for speaking parts only & then two full group rehearsals, Sunday May 4th 
following the 9:30AM service & Saturday May 17th, 9-10:30AM. NO rehearsals on Mother's Day
weekend!  If you are not able to attend a rehearsal or have any questions please see Stephanie Mayer.
Attention all fishers! NEEDED: a few fishing poles, a fishing net, a tackle box with lures, bobbers,
rubber worms, etc for the program.  Contact Stephanie Mayer ASAP if you are able to helps us out
with these things.  

3-4-5 PASSING ON THE FAITH
(from Frogs without Legs Can't Hear by David W. Anderson & Paul Hill)

Devotions
This time we are looking at the next of the four principles. Devotions. This it time for us to thank God 
for the blessings that we have. Some of the best time for having devotions is during the beginning of 
the meal and before going to bed. I like to have some of my devo time early in the morning before I 
head out to work. This gives me time to have a chance to quietly reflect on the teachings that we have 
available and to listen to what God has in plan for us. It is also a good way to start the day. Gives me a 
feeling of calm and understanding before heading out into the sometimes crazy and chaotic life that we 
have. 
There are plenty of devotional books and series out there. We have two different books available at
the church, Christ in our Home and Our Daily Bread. There are also other ways of getting devotions, 
like in an email. I recieve a couple of different ones and are all very good. The almost always seem to be 
saying what I need to hear at the time in my life that I need it. 
Until next time
Tim Falksen

 
Contact our Discipleship Coach, Kevan Penvose: 414-258-0858 stillerz7@yahoo.com

 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP COMMITTEE  
Meeting: April 2nd @ 6:00 pm 

LOCAL FLOWER POWER!
     In the March newsletter we informed you about Fair Trade Palms.  There is another issue which is
much closer to home. SSM (through your orders) purchases poinsettias and Easter plants from local
growers.  During my service time as Music and Worship chair, our earlier Easter flower provider went
out of business. Fortunately we were able to find another, Custom Grown Greenhouses.
Luxembourg Gardens has provided our poinsettias probably since the church was founded.  In
December, they told us that this would be the last Christmas and they would no longer be able to 
provide our poinsettias due to cost considerations.
It takes a lot of expensive land, heat, and water to continue as a commercial grower in Wisconsin.
Please remember the growers that have served our church over the years when it's time to buy your
house and outdoor bedding plants.
Custom Grown Greenhouses
920 West Armour Ave.  (north of 6th and Layton) Milwaukee, WI  53221   (414) 744-4521
&   
Luxembourg Gardens
8429 West Forest Hill Avenue
Franklin, WI  53132   (414) 425-5696

Thank you,   
Karen Rasmussen,
Music and Worship Chair
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EASTER BREAKFAST - AN ‘EGG-CESS’!
Hearty appetites were satisfied and church fellowship abounded on Easter morning as over 100 people
enjoyed a delicious breakfast after the 7am Easter service.
The menu of scrambled and hard-boiled eggs, sliced ham, homemade rolls, applesauce, juice, coffee,
milk, and homemade bakery was enjoyed by all. It was a bargain for the $6 donation requested of the
attendees.
As this article goes to press, it is not known exactly how much was donated, (To be reported in the May
Newsletter) but Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will make a grant of money to SSM for our fund 
raising efforts.
One third of the money raised will help pay expenses for persons going on the mission trip to Northern
Wisconsin this summer, while another equal portion will help pay costs of this summer's Vacation Bible 
Time at SSM.  The final third of the money raised will enrich our Parking Lot fund which will pay for
the rebuild and resurfacing of the lot.
Almost 60 people - of all ages - worked tirelessly to produce our breakfast fundraiser.  
These included work crews who set up tables and chairs, decorated tables, set out place settings,
purchased food, made coffee, cooked eggs, baked ham, made rolls and sweet bakery, served food,
cleared away dishes, cleared furniture away, washed dishes, did laundry, hauled trash to the dump, and
those who counted money, created postcards and letters to communicate work and time schedules, etc. 
Truly these 60 people deserve the church's gratitude for a job well done.  A sincere thank you to all of
you who were such a blessing to others.  You most certainly followed Jesus' command to "Love one
another".
Bob Rasmussen, Coordinator

Communion Helpers, Greeters & Ushers
The next schedule for Communion Helpers, Greeters & Ushers will be prepared in May. If you would like 
to serve SSM in this way contact:
Communion: Cathy Peterson (325-6628) or Sue Jarchow (526-9785)
Ushers: Bob Rasmussen (421-5170)
Greeters: John Rech (546-1576)

REMINDER FOR Communion Helpers, Greeters & Ushers:
If you cannot make your scheduled time to serve, please let Lynda know in the office so the bulletin can
reflect the change. Thank you.

Meditation… God’s Way
Selah… It means, “Think about it” or “pause/meditate/reflect on it.” We find this term numerous times
in the Psalms. 
The Puritan’s taught the importance of meditation on God’s Word. Today the term “meditation” has a
number of implications that have nothing to do with how the biblical term is used. Not in ‘clearing’ the
mind, but in filling it with the nourishment from God’s Word. Such meditation involved reciting to
oneself passages of Scripture committed to memory. Psalm 1 calls the person blessed who delights in
the law of the Lord and meditates on it day and night.
Spiritual growth is intended to be part of the Christian life of believers. Thomas Watson (early
American Puritan) defined meditation as “a holy exercise of the mind whereby we bring the truths of
God to remembrance, and do seriously ponder upon them and apply them to ourselves.” Peter exhorts
believers to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” (2 Pet. 3:18).
This is the kind of meditation we should not do without! Psalm 32:7 -“You are my hiding place; you will
protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah!”
 

 

Next meeting is April 1st at 6:30 pm 
Call Shirley Lieske with questions: 761-0734.

HUMAN CONCERNS PROJECT FOR APRIL
We will be putting together small Health Kits to be given to “Hope House of Milwaukee” whose mission
is to end homelessness and create healthy communities.
Below are listed items needed:

Washcloths -Small Soaps
Toothbrushes -Small Combs
Small Shampoo -Emery Boards



7 of 8

Hand & Body Lotion
Small tubes of Toothpaste

STAFF OF LIFE—FOOD PANTRY 
We will collect food for Bay View Community Center for the month of April. Look for details about what 
kinds of foods to buy on the bulletin board outside the office. 
“Anyone who gives generously will be blessed, because they share their food with those who are poor.”
Proverbs 22:9

PICK ‘N SAVE HELPS THE COMMUNITY
Please help SSM benefit from 1% of YOUR Pick ‘N Save purchases!
Just register at the Customer Service Desk and tell them you would like to have St. Stephen the
Martyr as your designated charity. Our #: 813560
 

Did you know that Mt. Meru coffee comes from one 
of the most interesting countries in the world?
Tanzania is called the “home of the safari” with
beautiful national parks and all types of wildlife
Mt. Kilimanjaro—the highest peak that stands alone
in the world
Lake Tanganyika, thought to be the deepest lake in

the world
Lake Victoria, headwaters of the Nile River & Africa’s largest lake
The discovery of early man fossils in the Olduvai Gorge by Dr. Leakey
But—unfortunately—Tanzania is the 3rd to 5th poorest country in the world with per capita income of
about $600.00 annually.
The Mt. Meru Coffee Project is helping coffee farmers to increase their income and standard of living. 
Doing justice never tasted so good. Asante Sana—Thank you.
 
Greater Milwaukee Synod’s Earth Day Worship & Caring for Creation Fair
Tuesday, April 22 @ 5-8 pm, St. Matthews Lutheran (1615 Wauwatosa Ave) 
5-6:30 pm “Caring for Creation Fair & Healthy Dinner” & “Kids Care for Creation” activities, including
info on local environmental organizations, community Gardening and Community Supported Agriculture
Info on how to lead, implement and grow your church’s Care for Creation Program. 
6:30 pm Worship: a diverse worship service designed to offer praise and thanksgiving and to pray for
the healing of God’s creation. Offering will go to SeedFolks Youth Ministry’s urban agricultural
programs. 
Contact Pastor Gail regarding carpooling to St. Matthews that evening if interested in attending.
 
ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION… 
The SSM can collection provides extra money for SSM kitchen items and gifts to ELCA World Hunger. 
Keep ‘em coming!
Please leave donations of cans at the side door of the garage.Remember, we can accept aluminum
drinking cans only.  If you can crush or flatten the cans, that helps to reduce the volume.  Keep those
cans coming.  Thanks for all the help.
 
Flower chart
If you desire to adorn our worship with flowers from a floral shop or a bouquet of your own making, 
please write your name on the Flower Chart on the office door and specify the month and week that you 
will provide flowers. Please state whether the offering is in memory of a loved one or to commemorate 
a special occasion in the family. You can have them delivered, bring your flowers in on the Friday 
morning before, during office hours, or at 4:30 pm before the Saturday evening service. 

Condensed Minutes— February 12, 2008 
(A complete set of Minutes can be found on the Bulletin Board in the Narthex)

All Council members were present except E. Arneson, K. Giesenschlag, S. Larson, C. Malinowski and E. 
Sanders. Pastor Gail Brodersen-Heins and K. Penvose were also present. J. Muroni led the devotion. 
Approvals: The Secretary’s minutes from the February 12th meeting was reviewed and accepted. The
Financial Secretary’s Report was reviewed. The Treasurer’s Report was discussed and approved. J.
Bugajski reported that as of 3/9/08 our budgeted offerings were $53,824.91 reflecting 91.4% of the
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total budget. In regards to the Treasurer’s Report, J. Bugajski commented about the snowy and cold
winter and its effect on our budget, stating that as of 2/29, we had spent $2,125.68 in plowing and
salting putting us $125.00 over budget already. The gas bill already stands at $3,994.00 or about 39%
of the total $10,000 budgeted for 2008. 
Pastor’s Time: Pastor stated that 12 new members would be confirmed on April 6th. She asked that
everyone keep Music and Worship people, the music staff, musicians and office staff in your prayers
during the upcoming busy Holy Week. Six fourth graders will receive their first Holy Communion on
Maundy Thursday. Pastor attended the Cluster III Annual meeting and will serve on the board to
address issues such as what our identity is and how we can build relationships between churches. She
attended the Housing of Low Income Elderly annual meeting with member Tom Raasch. There is a need
to communicate with our elderly members about the availability of low-income housing. Pastor
announced that Christos Counseling is in reorganization due to financial crisis. She presided at one
funeral for Heidi Hennessy’s mother Virginia Duelge on 2/18 and on behalf of the church attended the
prayer service and committal for Nurto Rosy. Pastor will be on vacation from 3/27 to 4/1 and Lynda
Shadd will also be on vacation from 3/24 to 3/30/08.
Old Action Items: J. Muroni reported that J. Bugajski will stay on for another year as the treasurer. 
The Nominating Committee is still looking for a member to chair Music and Worship. There will be a 
special meeting after service on 4/27 to elect new officers to the church council. J. Arneson stated 
that 130 members have attended the cottage meetings to date and he acknowledged all of the hard 
work done by member J. Reich in helping to promote the meetings. 
New Action Items: J. Muroni, S. Lieske and S. Rosenstock commented about the recent ELCA Synod 
Conference and all of the wonderful workshops they attended. The Council had a long discussion on a 
resolution involving Health and Wellness. The sponsors of the resolution are asking for our support at 
the upcoming Annual ELCA Synod meeting. The Council voted by a margin of 6 to 2 that the resolution is 
presented to members after service on March 30th. 
Committee Reports:
Human Concerns – S. Lieske encouraged members to attend the fund raiser at Ferch’s on Thursday,
March 13th, 2008. The committee’s next project is to put health kits together for Hope House. 
Music and Worship – K. Rasmussen stated that new paraments been purchased for Easter as well as
fair traded palms, will be used for the first time. 
Fellowship – S. Rosenstock reported that the Lent Soup and Suppers were well attended and thanked
everyone that helped out with the food.
Rosy, Mursal, Barake Family Update: J. Bugajski give the Council a heartfelt update on the family 
since the untimely death of Nurto. He stated that Omar was about to graduate first in his class at 
Washington High School and was looking at attending Marquette University. J. Bugajski stated that the 
family was doing well, despite the loss of Nurto and that the congregation had responded very 
generously to the fund that was set up for the family.

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 P.M. The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 8th,
2008. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Shellee Lubus, 
Church Secretary
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