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COMING IN JUNE…
We will be recognizing all our graduates at worship on May 31st 
and June 1st. Please join us for a special time of prayer at one 

or both of these services to bless them in their future 
endeavors. 

To all who are graduating in 2008, either from High School,
College, Tech School or University, we celebrate with you one of

the great moments of your lives. As you stand at the gate of
your future, we would like to congratulate each one of you for
the degree you've earned. Place your hand in God’s hand and
walk boldly into your future. Let Him guide you and you will

never walk alone. 

 

From Pastor's Desk
Note from the Council 
President
Stewardship
Women's Ministries
Fellowship
Family Ministries
Music & Worship
Human Concerns 
Other Notes
Condenced Council Notes 

 
Pastor Gail’s Computer Notes…  
I’m writing this article the Sunday evening of the delightful musical program “We’re Goin’ Fishin’,”
directed by Stephanie Mayer, accompanied by Kelly Sachse.
Three dozen Sunday School kids, assorted teachers in starring roles, and an adult Choir Ensemble had a
ball and the congregation did too, hearing about God’s fisher-folk fishing for a “catch that has two
feet”. People, that is. We catch people with God’s love, with the Bible as our guidebook, with the Holy
Spirit’s leading, and with a whole lot of prayer.
People are like fish, we learned—Bass, to be exact. Large-mouthed bass (well, you know), small mouth
(they may have a message, but they don’t say it) and some swim in schools. For Christians, you could call
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our ‘school’ the church, where we learn from God and one another, and where we comfort and support
each other. Thank God, we have that ‘school’.
Now, Sunday School is almost over for the year. But I urge families to ‘swim together’ to worship as
often as you are in town. Teach your children that worship is important, and do it by example. Don’t
forget that we need one another, especially if we’re going to take seriously our calling to ‘go fish’ for
people. We need to hear God’s Word and receive the Sacrament regularly, and we need the
encouragement of other Christians.
Enjoy the summer, but do take time regularly to worship the God who created all this wonderful world.
When your family and friends come to visit you, ‘reel them in’ to worship with you. I can’t think of a
better invitation to give them.
Your partner in the Gospel,
Pastor Gail 

 

A Note From Your Council President  
Dear St. Stephen the Martyr Family, 
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search and you will find; knock, and the door will be open
to you.” Luke 11:9
Jesus was teaching his disciples about the abundant love of God for them, as well as for each of us, and
how He will provide if we ask, search, and knock. After reflecting on this verse, I realize that those 
words characterize how the Holy Spirit is working here at St. Stephen throughout the year.
Ask…we have asked our congregation to support several ministries and you have responded so
generously and graciously. The Piecemakers quilts that provide the most basic of shelter and comfort
for the homeless, the continued financial and spiritual support for the Somalian refugee family, peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches for inner city children that may otherwise go without lunch and our strong
support for Lutheran World Relief and our own synod benevolence, these just touch on only a few of
the many needs that our members give freely of their time and treasures.
Search…we have started to make great strides in our search for understanding what God’s vision is for
our congregation through the work of our Forward Planning Committee. The committee is currently
reviewing the feedback gathered at the 22 cottage meetings held earlier this year and will lead the
effort in developing a vision statement and long range plan. Thanks be to God for the work of that
committee; Pastor Gail, Jim Arneson, Bob DeFrank, Tim Falksen, Bob Gleason, Eric Sanders, and Julie
Starks. I continue to invite each of you to support the search for this vision through your prayers,
reflections and participation in the conversations.
Knock…now is the perfect time to knock on our neighbor’s door, co-worker’s cubicle, or fellow student’s
locker to share your Christian story, our story at St. Stephen’s the Martyr and that of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Invite others to share in God’s grace and love through our many ministries and fellowship
opportunities. What better way to gather, worship, learn and serve than with a neighbor? 
God’s peace be with each and every one of you!
John Muroni, 
Church Council President

 
STEWARDSHIP MUSINGS...

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should
not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

This month’s stewardship musings begin with words from a CHRIST IN OUR HOME devotional: On
Stewardship Sunday, one pastor in her sermon told of the virtues of the congregation’s biggest giver.
Listing reasons, the pastor said, “He gives his best; he gives from love; he gives freely; he gives to
everyone; he gives because of faith, and he gives for eternity”.

At the sermon’s conclusion, the pastor revealed the text as John 3:16; thus revealing the identity of
the giver. “God is the biggest giver in any church,” she said. The sermon’s ‘punch line’ tied it all
together. “When we evaluate our giving”, she said “let us not compare ourselves with what others give.
Let’s compare ourselves only with what God has given and continues to give to each of us in Christ.”
Christian stewardship is based on our heartfelt thanks to a God who simply cannot be out-given. As you 
give to the mission and ministry of your congregation, remember the generosity of God. Honor your 
giving pledge as you are able, give from the heart whether you pledge or not, consider giving a tenth of 
that economic stimulus check to SSM, directed to any of the hunger ministries in which we are 
involved.
And give thanks! Give thanks to the God who gave everything for us!
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Women’s Bible Study & Loose Ends 
The Women's Bible Study will meet on Wednesday, June 11th at 10:15 a.m. All are invited to come as we
study the following Sunday’s Scripture texts.

LOOSE ENDS LUNCHEON
This month's "Loose Ends" luncheon will be held at Red Lobster, (76th & Layton) at 11:45 a.m. on June
11th following the Bible Study. If you will be attending, please sign up on the form posted on the kiosk 
in the narthex by June 8th. indicating if you will need a ride from your home or if you want to car-pool 
from church. We will leave church around 11:30 a.m. Please call Karen Miller with any questions 
(761-1455).
 
Pine Lake Women's Retreat - Waupaca WI  
August 15-17, 2008
 "Justice" is the theme for the Women's Pine Lake Retreat being held August 15-17, 2008, near
Waupaca Wisconsin.  It is truly God's country - a time for reflection, prayer, fellowship, fun and
getting in touch with God.  Some of the events of the weekend include bible study, a Saturday program,
worship/communion, sunset sing with meditation, Taize worship and the wonderful fellowship with other 
women.  The weekend starts with a light supper on Friday and ends with lunch on Sunday.  The cost for
the weekend is $80.  Don't miss this opportunity to take some time for yourself.....you'll be glad you
did.  Registration forms are on the kiosk.  The registration deadline is August 5th.  Call Sue Jarchow at
414-421-9031 or Carole Ropel 262-523-4130 with questions.
 

 

June First FRIDAY POTLUCK 
June 6th, 2008 @ 6 p.m.

Come for grilled hamburgers and hot dogs and a spring atmosphere. Bring a side dish to compliment
these or a dessert. The suggested donation for the meat is $2. We’ll tell jokes, warm weather stories
and maybe have a surprise or two. Sign up on the office bulletin board. This will be the last 1st Friday

potluck till September.
We’re always looking for new friends to join us! Bring your smile, your dish, and a joke to share. See you

there on the 6th at 6:00 p.m. Questions? See Pastor Gail or Sue Jarchow.
 
Ice Cream Social
SSM Fellowship and Evangelism committees are hosting an ice cream social on Saturday, August 2 from 
2 to 4 p.m. Invite your family, friends and neighbors for ice cream and entertainment. Watch your July 
newsletter for more details. 
 
Mark your calendars now!
Rally Day & Annual Church Picnic to be held on Sunday, September 7, 2008.
 
Picnics and Baseball – Two Great American Pastimes
A potluck picnic will be held at Pastor Gail’s home on Monday, July 28 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Hamburgers, brats, and a cold beverage will be provided. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin
board outside the church office where you can indicate the number of people attending and what dish
you plan on bringing. 
After the meal we’ll go to Juneau Field (6500 W. Mt. Vernon Avenue) to root for SSM’s men’s softball
team. The game begins at 8:15 p.m.
We hope you’ll plan on attending some of the other games as well. 
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Upcoming Events

June8 ???

Random 
Spontaneous 

Event #1 
Call Kevan 
for Details

June 15 ???

Random 
Spontaneous 
Event #2 
Call Kevan 
for Details

June 16 
-20

4:00 pm 
- 8:30 
pm 

Help with 
Vacation 
Bible School

June 22 6:30 PM 
Mission Trip 
Information 
Meeting 

June 22 7:00 PM Revolution!

Below is the schedule. You can also find one posted on the bulletin board by the office.
 
2008 MEN’S AFFILIATED SOFTBALL PROGRAM
St. Stephen the Martyr Monday Softball Schedule—Mondays
Juneau Field—6500 W. Mt. Vernon Ave., Milwaukee

SSM Softball Schedule
Date Time Playing

June 2 7:15 PM SSM vs. King of Glory 
June 9 7:15 PM King of Glory vs. SSM 

June 16 6:15 PM Ascension/Grace vs. SSM 
June 28 8:15 PM Divine Shepard vs. SSM 
June 28 9:15 PM SSM vs. Adoration
June 30 6:15 PM Adoration vs. SSM 
July 7 6:15 PM SSM vs. Ascension/Grace

July 14 7:15 PM SSM vs. Our Savior
July 21 9:15 PM Pentecost vs. SSM 
July 28 8:15 PM SSM vs. Pentecost 

 

 

St. Stephen the Martyr
Mission Trip for All Ages

Join us for a week of growing in faith by serving in the communities up 
north, worshipping, studying scrip ture, praising God around the camp 

fire, swimming, relaxing, and even fine dining. 
August 10 -15
Adults $320

7 - 15 yrs $270
3 - 6 yrs $180
0 - 2 yrs $35

Maximum per Immediate Family: $1250
You can pick up a registration form at the display in the gathering space, 
and return it to Kevan or the office by Sunday June 22nd. That evening 
we will have a brief informational meeting from 6:30 to 7 p.m.
Whether you’re an adult coming with a loved one or meeting new friends
in the congregation, a family with young children, or a teen coming with
the FaithVentures group. . . . by touching the lives of others you will
enjoy this life-shaping faith adventure.

 
Vacation Bible School—An Explosion of God’s Grace

DATE: June 16-20, 2008
TIME: 4:45 pm to 8:10 pm
COST: $20 per child or $40 per family 
For ages 3—completed 5th grade
Dinner is included!
VBS Kids Singing June 22nd @ 9:30 a.m.
REGISTRATION FORMS AVAILABLE ON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BULLETIN BOARD
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STATION HELPERS NEEDED: Adults & Youth, we can use your help. 
Especially needed: crafts leaders/helpers—Get Plugged-In! 
Sign up TODAY!
 
Seniors
Graduates of 2008, Congratulations!
Alyssa Budzisz, Franklin H.S.
Kory Caze, Franklin H.S.
Scholar/Athlete Award
Amber Finger, Greenfield H.S.
Sarah Gifford, Franklin H.S.
Michael Hennessy, Greendale H.S
Dana Julick, Greendale H.S.
John Kubeny, Franklin H.S.
Jeremy Lubus, Rufus King H.S.
Nicholas Yeutter, Greenfield H.S.
——————————
Mandy Peterson, UW-Eau Claire
Greg Budzisz, UW-Eau Claire
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord … plans to give you hope and a future..”
Jeremiah 29:11
 

THE SHEPHERD’S CORNER
Parents, check out some great books for your kids this summer! We’ve got books & wholesome videos
available for all ages!
We hope you will continue to utilize the library during the summer months. 
Keep on Reading! 
Carol Birk & Toni Wilson
“Whatever is true, whatever is honest, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” Phil. 4:8

Contact our Discipleship Coach, Kevan Penvose: 414-258-0858 stillerz7@yahoo.com

 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP COMMITTEE  
Meeting: June 4th @ 6:00 pm 

Sue Jarchow & Cathy Peterson, Co-Chairs

We are inviting all members to come, talk, share ideas and think about joining us on this committee. We
welcome all!
The new communion, ushers, and greeter schedules are in your mail box. Please take them and read
them over. Put the dates on your calendar so you do not miss out on the all important things you do for 
St. Stephen the Martyr and the worship services.
If you cannot make one of the times, please switch with some else from these lists and let the office
know for bulletin information changes.
We have 20 % of the congregation members involved in the worship service area. This is awesome and
we thank for you for your commitment. 
Something new…we have been using gluten free communion wafers for almost a year for those members
and visitors who need these instead of the regular wheat wafers. Let Pastor Gail, Karen Rasmussen,
Cathy Peterson, or Sue Jarchow know if this is something you may require. We are always ready to help
in any of your needs for worship.
 
MANY THANK YOUS
From Karen Rasmussen
Upon my retirement as chairman of the Music and Worship Committee, I would like to extend a public



6 of 9

thank you to the faithful members of the Music and Worship Committee and my husband, Bob.  These
people are continually serving SSM in ways that many people never notice.  
Additionally, I must commend all the persons who have come forward when asked to help with tasks
regarding worship, the changing church seasons, and our music program.  A final thank you to Pastor
Gail, Bob Brownell, and Lynda Shadd for their generous and tireless assistance.  It has been a pleasure
to serve our Lord along with all of you.

A MESSAGE FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Dear Pastor Gail and Members of Council,
It is through much prayer and after a difficult consideration that I inform you of my intent to leave
St. Stephen the Martyr to pursue a Doctor of Musical Arts Degree in Conducting at the University of
Minnesota – Twin Cities. My church life at St. Stephen has been nothing but wonderful; but it has
become clear to me that now is the time to take the next step toward accomplishing my goals of
becoming a college professor and professional conductor. 
My time here has been marked by many outstanding and spiritual people that have had a positive
influence on my spiritual life. I have considered it an honor to work alongside Pastor Gail who is a 
tremendously caring and supportive church leader. It has been truly a blessing to work with all the 
musicians at SSM through the Bell Choir and Senior Choir, their participation in worship has affected 
the faith lives of not only me but of everyone who hears the music they create.
Although my exact time of departure has not been decided it appears that I will be moving near the
end of summer. I will keep Pastor Gail informed of the specifics once the time frame becomes evident.
Blessings, Christopher Owen
 
A Music Director Search Committee has been formed and will be meeting soon. Please keep this 
Committee in your prayers as we seek talented and energetic candidates for this important staff 
position.
Pastor Gail

 

 

Next meeting is 
June 3rd at 6:30 pm 

Shirley Lieske & Carol Birk, Co-Chairs

Our total for dinner out at Ferch’s Malt Shoppe in Greendale was $68.00 which we donated to our food
pantries.

Our collection for the small Health kits was enough to make 70 kits plus extras!
We are now collecting items for service men and women in Iraq and Afghanistan. Please help us “fill the

big pants!”
 
STAFF OF LIFE—FOOD PANTRY 
We will collect food for Bay View Food Pantry for the month of June. Look for details about what kinds 
of foods to buy on the bulletin board outside the office. 
“Anyone who gives generously will be blessed, because they share their food with those who are poor.”
Proverbs 22:9

THE RED DOOR—CLOTHING THE NEEDY
The Red Door Clothes shop is currently accepting lightweight shirts, jackets and jeans. They are
mostly in need of men’s clothes, and specifically men’s shoes, all sizes.
They will accept the above items in women’s clothing as well.
Donations can be left in the coat room, or you can take them to the Red Door as well. 
Days for dropping off clothing: 
M W F 9-12:30 p.m.
T & TH 1-4:30 p.m.
Please call Red Door prior to going.
414-271-1340
Days for obtaining clothing:
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1st & 3rd Saturday of the month
8:30 a.m. —10:30 a.m.

SUMMERTIME IS BEVERAGE TIME—And Lots of Aluminum
Please keep the aluminum cans coming.  Every donation of cans helps provide needed funds for the
hungry. 
Place the cans at the side door of the garage in the lower parking lot.
THANK YOU!

MYANMAR CYCLONE
Cyclone Nargis left a path of destruction in Myanmar, leaving more than 63,000 persons killed or
missing and at least a million homeless. The cyclone coincided with a storm surge tide inundating fields
and islands in the vast and low lying Irrawaddy delta region, Myanmar’s largest and most important
river. The Myanmar government has appealed for outside assistance, though it has traditionally been
suspicious of outsiders. Aid is starting to make its way to survivors amidst fears that the death toll
could reach 1.5 million without provisions for clean water and sanitation.
Since the cyclone struck, aid agencies already in the country, such as Church World Service,
DanChurchAid, and Norwegian Church Aid, started relief efforts with supplies they had available and 
by buying from local sources. Challenges still remain for other international aid agencies to get access 
into the country. 
Getting the right supplies to the worst hit areas will be key to preventing further loss of life. The most
urgent challenge is to get fresh water to those who need it. Without clean drinking water, the risk of 
disease spreading is the most serious concern.
Children will be especially vulnerable to diarrhea, dysentery and even cholera. Medicines including
rehydration salts and antibiotics are needed urgently. Aid teams will also seek to get mosquito nets to 
the homeless to prevent the spread of malaria.
The stricken area is Myanmar’s richest agricultural region, and it is feared the cyclone has caused
terrible damage on the rice crop. World rice prices are at a record high already, provoking food riots in
more than 30 countries. Myanmar is a net exporter of rice, and the destruction of crops in the
Irrawaddy Delta will only add to upward pressure on international prices. The Upper Myanmar
Evangelical Lutheran Church asks prayers for the people of Myanmar.
St. Stephen will be responding to the ELCA International Disaster Response. Please help by giving a
donation to SSM. Note “ELCA Disaster Response” on the check’s memo line; place in the offering, or
send to the church office. All funds will be sent to our Greater Milw. Synod office and sent on to ELCA
Int’l Disaster Relief. 100% of your gift will be used as you designate.
 
Operation Freedom - July 6, 2008 - 9 am - 6 pm
At the Milwaukee County Zoo 
Operation Freedom is a joint effort of Milwaukee County and the Military Order of the Purple Heart to 
say thank you to our veterans and current service personnel and their families for all their sacrifices 
for this country. Admission is free but a wristband is needed for each attendee. A free lunch and 
beverages are provided. Last year attendance was 17,000.
All foods items are donated. One of the items we never have enough of are cookies. I would like to
invite the families of St. Stephen the Martyr to help fill this need by donating cookies for this event. 
Starting June 14th there will be a container labeled for Operation Freedom in the narthex so you can 
donate cookies. If you would like to donate cash toward the purchase of cookies that would be great. 
Cash donations may be placed in my mailbox. Home baked or store bought will be accepted. I know that
our members will rise to this challenge.
For veterans and current service members, wrist bands will be available beginning June 1st from the
County Veterans Service Office at the VA, or if you call me I will make sure that you get wrist bands. 
If you have any questions please give me a call. 
Rose Ann Dieck   Phone: 414-421-9337 Email: radieck@yahoo.com

 

Other Notes  
Help Keep Our Records Up to Date so we can Keep You Up-to-Date!
Are you moving? Do you have an address, phone number, e-mail or status change, a new addition in your
family, an adult child moving out? Don’t forget to contact your church office to report any changes for
your family records.
Would you like to receive the Martyr Monthly via email? Go to www.ststephenthemartyr.com to sign up!
Let the office know if you want to discontinue receiving the hard copy.
Would you like to receive the Martyr Monthly in your church mailbox? Call the office @ 414-421-3543
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or email us at ssm@ststephenthemartyr.com.
 
VISITORS NEEDED TO CALL ON SHUT-INS
From Pastor Gail
Your pastor is looking for a few friendly folks to visit our home-bound or temporarily home-bound
members. Making such visits can be a great blessing to both parties. Whether you’ve done this before
or are new at it, the joy of these visits is boundless.
There will be a 1-hour training session set up for Saturday, June 7th at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. The same session will be repeated on Wednesday, June 11th at 7:00 p.m.
If you are interested in this opportunity but cannot make either session, contact me at the church 
office: 421-3543 or see me at church. I encourage you to consider this opportunity. Visits can be made 
by singles or teams of two, or entire families!
 

Condensed Minutes— May13, 2008 
(A complete set of Minutes can be found on the Bulletin Board in the Narthex)

All Council members present except S. Larson. Pastor Gail Brodersen-Heins present. Kevan Penvose 
absent. 
Pastor Gail led devotion. 
Approvals: The Secretary’s April 8th, 2008 minutes were reviewed. A change was made under Old
Action Items – E. Sanders reported that the Nominating Committee that C. Peterson and S. Jarchow
would co-chair Music and Worship. The minutes were accepted with that correction.
Guest Presentation: Member Rose Ann Dieck addressed Council and spoke about Operation Freedom, 
an event where all veterans and families can attend the Zoo for free. The event is scheduled for July 
6th, 2008. The event has tripled in attendance, and as such, Rose Ann is asking for support of Council 
and members of church, to help with the event by either donating money to purchase cookies or make 
cookies for the event. She will be speaking at upcoming services as well as placing an article in the 
newsletter. All people that attend get a free lunch, with cookies for dessert. 
President Muroni officially welcomed S. Jarchow to Council as co-chair of Music & Worship. 
Financial Secretary’s Report was reviewed.
Treasurer’s Report was approved.
Pastor’s Time: Pastor thanked C. Ropel for planning the Women’s Spring Luncheon and also S. Lubus for
the presentation on women’s safety. Confirmation classes, parents and teachers attended Ascension
Day services. There will be two more confirmation classes this year and eighth graders will be
confirmed on Reformation Day. Pastor thanked T. Falksen, K. Penvose C. Caze, S. Eigner and students
from both SSM and Adoration who participated in the 30-hour famine. Students walked in
neighborhoods surrounding church & collected several bags of food. Pastor is on call for two weeks for
Pastor C. Fredriksen. Pastor is seeking a search committee in locating a music director. Choir members
and members of Music and Worship would be most involved to help find a replacement for C. Owens,
who is leaving in fall. C. Ropel and L. Falksen will join Pastor as voting members from SSM at Gr. Milw.
Synod Assembly on May 29th-31st, .
Old Action Items: Election of Executive Committee – the Council unanimously approved the Executive
Committee for 2008-2009 – President Muroni, V-President E. Sanders, Treasurer J. Bugajski and S.
Lubus as secretary. Council members to be installed at services on Sat., May 17th and Sun., May 18th.
Forward Planning Committee – J. Arneson reported the list of ideas from cottage meetings is complete
and document will be on SSM web page.
New Action Items: Council accepted inactive members S. Stonek and A. Martin be removed from
church membership. T. J. and R. Dybedahl also removed— joining a church closer to home.
Nominating Committee – E. Sanders reported C. and G. Raasch would co-chair as this year’s Youth
Representatives on Council.
Committee Reports:

Human Concerns – S. Lieske reported - committee took 10 baskets to shut in members, put
together 70 health kits for Hope House and currently are stuffing the pants for our servicemen.
Property – J. Arneson said the spring clean up went well and the mailbox is now in place.
Christian Education – E. Sanders reported that this weekend is the SSM inter-generational
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program involving all of the SS children.
Stewardship – C. Malinoswki ordered envelopes for 2009; & looking for new theme for
stewardship giving plan.
Fellowship – S. Rosenstock stated a picnic is being planned at Pastor’s house prior to one of
SSM’s softball games—Fellowship is sponsoring an ice cream social Saturday, 8/2 between 2 to 4
PM at church.
Music & Worship: Pastor thanked outgoing chair K. Rasmussen for all her wonderful work on the 
committee. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. Next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 10th, 2008. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Shellee Lubus, 
Council Secretary
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